
Theatre Majors Handbook
Teacher: Mrs. Whitley
Email: whitlec@gcsnc.com

                                         Phone Number: 336- 370-3471

WELCOME to Theatre! There are so many exciting things happening this year. I ask that EVERYONE choosing to be a major be 100% invested in all of the adventures we are going to be taking. 
Course Description


In theatre, students learn essential vocabulary and practices of theatre. We will begin to examine theatre as an art form. In the course of our study, students will get a glimpse into all areas off theatrical production including: 

· Acting Performance

· Playwriting

· Warm-ups

· Technical theatre
· Storytelling

· Directing

· Auditioning

Students will be involved in acting experiences individually and in group settings. This course will include reading, writing and researching theatre literature, actors and aspects of technical theatre. Students will be required to read and write, as well as, perform in front of an audience on stage. As a member of this class, students are part of an ensemble. 

Expectations

1.) Show respect for your classmates, director and guests.

2.) Be prepared by:

a. Being on time

b. Having all materials

c. No gum, candy, food or drink in class.

d. Leave problems at the door (come to class ready to participate.)
3.) Remain alert and follow directions the first time they are given. 
4.) Take full responsibility of personal actions at all times.

5.) Do not go to the restroom, get water or walk around the room while teacher is talking or during a performance. (see audience etiquette)

Materials

· Pen and/or pencils

· Spiral bound notebook, homework, scripts and any other assignments you are given in class. 
· You will need to purchase a Ben Nye Personal Makeup Kit. You can find these on Amazon or other websites. Make sure you are buying the correct color for your skin. 
Grading
· Daily Participation

25%
· Tests or quizzes

25%
· Performances

25%
· Projects


25%
Audience Etiquette


As a performer, it is very important that you and your classmates follow all rules for audience etiquette when seeing a performing arts event (including assemblies) on or off campus. 
Norms of audience etiquette are:

1.) Remain quiet during the performance.

2.) Clap when appropriate.

3.) Do not enter or exit during a scene (wait until you hear clapping or the “ok” to enter.

4.) Turn all cell phones, tablets, etc. off during a performance.

5.) No flash photography or videotaping. 

6.) Face the front during a performance.

7.) Be attentive to the performance.

8.) Laugh when appropriate and at the appropriate level.

Play Reading


Plays will be read as a part of this class. We will use texts you read to support other activities throughout this semester.
School Laptops

We will use laptops in theatre class. However, you should not have your laptop out when you are not prompted to do so. Having a laptop out without permission will result in the laptop being taken away. 

Backpacks
 7th and 8th graders are NOT allowed to bring their backpacks to the theatre room. They must be left in your lockers. 

Cell phones and electronic devices

Air pods, ear buds, cell phones, etc, are not allowed out in class. Consider THIS your warning. Should you make the choice to take them out, you will receive and office referral. No questions asked. 

Homework requests

If you are out of school and need to make something up, it is your responsibility to speak with Mrs. Whitley upon your return. It is also okay to email so you can get caught up quicker. 
Classroom expectations


Bathroom policy- Please do not ask to go to the restroom in the first 5 minutes of class or in whole group instruction. You are welcome to ask when students are working on individual work or in groups. You must take the hall pass with you. 


Turning in work- Journals- You will receive grades based on completion or mastery depending on the topic. We will check journals everyday. 


Classwork- You will turn in your work in the grey bins beside the door when asked. 


Homework- We do not typically assign homework. If a student has homework, it is something that was not completed in class or memorization of a scene/ script. 

When a teacher is giving group instruction, please remain in your seat until they are finished. During performances, DO NOT get up. That is very disrespectful to the performers. 

Tardy Policy

· 1st tardy- warning

· 2nd tardy- call home

· 3rd tardy- writeup

Reminder


Be respectful of our classroom space. This is our space to create and explore all aspects of theater. It is our responsibility to keep it in good condition. This shows respect of each other and anyone else who enters it. 
You are an example of what a great theatre student is. It is your job to present yourself with class, dignity and grace. You are a special person. Know your worth. 
Attendance


As a member of an ensemble, it is very important that you not miss class. The other people in your class are dependent upon you. If you must miss a day of class, make sure to check canvas for any make-up work. 
Extra Credit
If you see any theatre outside the classroom, bring in your program and receive 5 points extra credit on your lowest grade. 
Important dates for Majors      
(all will be discussed at ITS meeting. Some things are subject to change)
August 28th- Goosebumps Auditions- 4-6:30
August 30th- ITS meeting for all who have been inducted- 4-5
September 11th- ITS meeting- 4-5   New York Trip Meeting 5-6 (anyone who is interested in getting more information about going to New York come to Mrs.Whitley’s room) 
October 10th- 12th- Goosebumps Performances 

October 17th- ITS meeting to Run through of all Thespys for Festival (4-6) 

October 19th- Junior Thespian Festival- Southeast High School 

October 26th- Haunted House/ Dance (planned by ITS students) 
October 28th- 29th- All County Chorus
October 30th- ITS meeting 4-5

November 1st- Performing Arts Day

November 7th- Orchestra Performance
November 14th- ITS meeting 4-5
November 19th- Chorus Performance 

November 21st- Dance Performance
December 12th- ITS meeting- 4-5

December 18th- Winter Wonderland (Band/ Orchestra/ Chorus) 

Auditions for Footloose will be in December. 
January 16th- ITS meeting 4-5

February 13th- ITS meeting 4-5

March 13th- ITS meeting 4-5
April 3rd- 6th- Footloose
April 14th- 18th- Possible New York Trip

April 24th- ITS meeting 4-5

May 8th- Dance Concert

May 9th- Dance Showcase

May 12th- ITS meeting 4-5
May 13th- Orchestra Concert

May 14th- Rehearsal for Majors Showcase

May 15th- Theatre Extravaganza

May 20th- Chorus Concert
Please return this portion back to Mrs. Whitley tomorrow. 
I have read and I understand the responsibilities associated with this class. I agree to do the best I can at all times. I will follow directions and turn my work in on time.

Student Name (print) ______________________________________

Student Signature __________________________________________

I have read and understand the responsibilities of this class. 

Parent Signature ____________________________________________
Parent Email _________________________________________
Parent Phone ___________________________________________
How should I contact you?  TEXT, PHONE, EMAIL (Please indicate all that you would prefer) 
Your email will be used to send weekly or bi-weekly newsletters for your knowledge of what is due/ happening in the class and in the theatre dept. Please share an email that you will check regularly. 
All Majors- Please indicate your t shirt size here ________  (These are adult sizes) 

On September 11th, from 5-6, We will have a meeting to discuss a possible trip to New York for Spring Break. If your family is interested in getting more information, your parent should plan to be there. 
Parents, please sign here if you plan to attend the meeting____________________________

